Clinical Radiology of Oklahoma – Musculoskeletal Radiology Fellowship

Musculoskeletal Imaging Fellowship – Oklahoma City, OK
Program Description

The one-year Musculoskeletal Imaging Fellowship Program of Clinical Radiology of Oklahoma (CRO) in Oklahoma City, OK provides advanced subspecialty radiology training, while you work closely with experts in the imaging and interventional aspects of musculoskeletal  radiology.  The program delivers a detailed learning experience that enables fellows to become highly proficient at musculoskeletal imaging and the interventional components of musculoskeletal radiology. 

This program teaches radiologists how to protocol, perform and interpret studies and procedures at a subspecialty level, preparing them to bring musculoskeletal imaging expertise to either an academic or specialty private practice.

The fellowship includes experience in musculoskeletal radiographs, CT, MRI and ultrasound.  Intervention musculoskeletal experience includes peripheral joint procedures (e.g. injection, aspiration and arthrography) and spine intervention (e.g. epidural steroid injection, facet injection and discography). Some of the procedures that will be performed include:

Vertebroplasty
Kyphoplasty
Spinoplasty;  indication painful VCFand/or kyphotic deformity due to VCF

Spinal Fusion 
Therapeutic joint injection
Selective Nerve Root Injections
Medial Branch Blocks
Eipdural Steroid Injections
Osseous Biopsy (Including Spine)
Soft Tissue Biopsy
Myelography
Radiofrequency ablation of tumors

Osteoplasty
Sacroiliac joint injection
Synovial cyst injection
Synovial cyst fenestration
Facet therapeutic injection
Facet cyst fenestration

Percutaneous Intervertebral Disk Decompression
CT guided regional nerve blocks
Program History

The Musculoskeletal Imaging Fellowship in Rochester began in 2005, and, since that time, 3 physicians have completed training.  It is anticipated that one to three fellows will complete training in this program annually.

Curriculum

The Musculoskeletal Radiology Fellowship is designed to provide an opportunity for clinical radiology and research training at the advanced fellowship level.  You will progress from participation in existing research programs within the department to formulation of an original program of investigation.  The specific timetable for this progression depends on your prior experience.  

During this fellowship you will receive advanced training in all aspects of musculoskeletal imaging in both outpatient and hospital radiology settings.
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Clinical Conferences, seminars, small discussion groups, journal clubs and one-on-one instruction are all an integral part of the Musculoskeletal Imaging Fellowship Program.  

For example you will:

· Attend departmental meetings and conferences.

· Develop and make presentations at departmental conferences.

· Attend conferences at research facilities.

· Attend journal club meetings.

· Prepare papers for presentation at research conferences.

Research Training
Your research opportunities within CRO are outstanding.  You are encouraged to participate in research projects with the consulting staff.  This includes opportunities for clinical studies and laboratory-based projects.

Extensive research opportunities and facilities are available through CRO and Bone and Joint Hospital.  Your research assignment will be based on your research interest.  Individual research projects will require advocacy and supervision by a staff member of the Department of Radiology.  In general, written plans for individual projects will be submitted to the department research program coordinator for assistance.

A program objective is that most research projects will yield results, which are suitable for presentation at scientific meetings and for publication in peer-reviewed literature.  

Career Development

You will meet periodically with various faculty to discuss your career goals.  Thus, when you successfully complete a radiology fellowship program, job opportunities may be available at one of CRO’s group practices.

Evaluation

To ensure that you acquire adequate knowledge and develop your technical skills, your performance will be monitored carefully during the course of your fellowship. You will be evaluated formally by your supervising faculty member after each clinical rotation.  In addition, you will regularly evaluate the faculty to ensure that your educational needs are being met.

Call Frequency

Your call schedule will vary by individual rotation.  Clinical Radiology of Oklahoma follows the recommendations of the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).
Teaching Opportunities

You will have the opportunity to teach students from the University of Oklahoma, residents from the University of Oklahoma and from Oklahoma State University, and visiting students from other medical schools through daily clinical work and formal didactic lectures.
Department & Faculty

CRO radiologists and staff provide the highest-quality diagnostic and interventional imaging services in a caring and efficient manner, while sustaining outstanding programs in research and education.

Experts in all areas of radiology consult with specialists in other departments to “provide the best care to every patient every day.”  Radiologists work with state-of-the-art equipment, assisted by skilled technologists and nurses, to perform and interpret more than 100,000 examinations each year.  This large number of cases, integrated with ongoing research and education, results in wide-ranging expertise in the imaging and treatment of diseases affecting patients of all ages.

Faculty

In addition to caring for patients in their clinical practices, CRO’s faculty members are committed to teaching and facilitating the growth of medical knowledge.  Many of our faculty have published and lectured extensively and are recognized leaders in their field.  You will have direct access to these individuals throughout your training program.
Visiting Professors

Prominent professors visit Oklahoma City and CRO each year and will present their work in various types of formums.  You will be encouraged to take full advantage of these opportunities.
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